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IZVLECEK

Institut za dedis¢ino Sredozemlja Znanstveno-raziskovalnega sredis¢a Univerze na Primorskem je v letu 2009
izvedel zasCitne raziskave nekdanje cerkve sv. Katarine, ki se danes nahaja v sklopu minoritskega samostana sv.
Franciska Asiskega v Piranu. V ¢lanku je orisana lokacija cerkve in zgodovina arheoloskih raziskav tega prostora.
Sumarno so prikazani rezultati izkopavanj, natancneje pa predstavljene tri v cerkvi odkrite grobnice iz 16. in 17
stoletja.

Arheoloske metode so omogocile dober vpogled v gradnjo in konstrukcijo grobnic. Gre za objekte, ki so bili v
uporabi dalj ¢asa, o Cemer pri¢ajo napisi, pa tudi opaZeni popravki in predelave. Ti podatki ponujajo skupaj z
drobnimi najdbami in osteoloskim gradivom dobro izhodis¢e za multidisciplinarne raziskave, ki bi, dopolnjene z
analizo epigrafskih in pisnih virov, lahko predstavile pomembno piransko druZino v novi luci.

Klju¢ne besede: Piran, cerkev sv. Katarine, plemstvo, De Preto, Furegon, grobnice, epitafi, grb, 16.-17. stoletje

LE CRIPTE NELL'EX CHIESA DI S. CATERINA A PIRANO
SINTESI

L'istituto per il patrimonio del Mediterraneo, afferente al Centro di Ricerche Scientifiche dell’Universita del
Litorale, ha effettuato nel corso del 2009 delle ricerche finalizzate alla tutela della chiesa di S. Caterina, oggi ubicata
entro il comprensorio che fa capo al convento dei Frati Minori di S. Francesco d’Assisi a Pirano. Nell’articolo si
descrive il sito che ospita la chiesa passando in rassegna la storia delle ricerche archeologiche relative a questo
spazio. Vengono inoltre illustrati schematicamente | risultati degli scavi, pili nel dettaglio sono invece presentate le
tre cripte scoperte nella chiesa risalenti ai secoli XVI e XVII.

Grazie ai metodi archeologici e stato possibile esaminare bene la costruzione e I'impianto delle cripte. Si tratta di
strutture utilizzate a lungo, come testimoniano le iscrizioni ma anche le correzioni e i riadattamenti che si possono
notare. Queste informazioni offrono assieme ai piccoli reperti e al materiale osteologico un buon punto di partenza
per delle ricerche multidisciplinari che, integrate con I’analisi delle fonti epigrafiche e scritte, potrebbero presentare
I'importante famiglia piranese in una nuova luce.

Parole chiave: Pirano, chiesa di Santa Caterina, nobilta, De Preto, Furegon, epitaffi, stemma, XVI-XVII secolo
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dragocen vir za zgodovinarje. Ob arheoloskih raziska-
vah cerkvenih prostorov se praviloma sreCujemo z
brezimnimi ostanki opusc¢enih grobnic.

Odkritje grobnic v cerkvi sv. Katarine je odprlo vrsto
moznosti za tvorno sodelovanje razli¢nih strok. V pri-
meru grobnice pomembne piranske plemiske druZine
De Preto imamo izjemno priloznost primerjati rezultate
arheoloskih izkopavanj z zgodovinskimi viri in sodob-
nimi antropoloskimi raziskavami. Tudi drugi dve grob-
nici ponujata izhodis¢a za razmisljanje o njihovem po-
menu v zavesti takratnih prebivalcev Pirana tako o do-
micilu pokopa cerkvene bratovicine kot o morebitnih
druzinskih spremembah lastnikov in posledi¢nih kamno-
seskih predelavah. Vsekakor vse tri jasno kaZejo, da so
bile tudi grobnice — Ceprav mesto vec¢nega pocitka —
izpostavljene spremembam.

Stevilna odkritja grobnic (na primer pred leti v cerkvi
sv. Klare in cerkvi sv. Katarine v Kopru, nedavno v bivsi
cerkvi sv. Antona opata in v cerkvi sv. Katarine v Piranu)
klicejo po sistemati¢ni obravnavi te oblike pokopa na
girsem prostoru Istre in severne obale Jadrana v poznem
srednjem in novem veku. Vkljucevati bi morala tipolo-
gijo oblik, tehniko gradnje in analizo materialov, nadalje
umetnostnozgodovinski razvoj oblik in okrasja, moznih
delavnic in vplivnih sredis¢ ter nenazadnje epigrafske
studije bogatega korpusa napisov s pokrovov grobnic.
Manjkati seveda ne sme obdelava v njih najdenega
drobnega gradiva, niti antropoloske analize skeletnih
ostankov. Skupaj z obravnavo razpoloZljivih arhivskih
virov lahko pri¢akujemo celovito zgodovinsko sliko po-
sameznih druZin, obenem pa lahko dobimo vsestranski
vpogled v takratni odnos do smrti in pokopa.

THE TOMBS IN THE FORMER CHURCH OF ST. CATHERINE IN PIRAN
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SUMMARY

Conservational research of the former church of St. Catherine in the present day Minorite Monastery of St. Francis
in Piran has been performed in the scope of the Institute for Mediterranean Heritage SRC of the University of
Primorska (fig. 1). In the district of Piran ascending from the mandrachio along the present day Bolniska street traces
of Roman settlement have been found. Several "extra-muros" churches have been built there during the 13" and 14"
centuries, then a special importance was assigned to the area with the erection of the Franciscan Monastery (fig. 2).
The latter was supposedly built right next to the church of St. Catherine, though this has not (previously) been proven
by any substantial evidence or written documents. Some elements like the semi-circular apse and the pointed-arch
windows testify that the building itself is very old, but has been remodeled several times since its erection (fig. 4: 13).
The church has served as a burial ground where some Piran families — the Furegons are mentioned in written sources
— would bury their deceased. It has also served as the seat of the brotherhood bearing the same name. The church
was probably abolished in the beginning of the 19" century and was later relinquished to the municipality and
attached to the neighbouring school building.

The archaeological research mentioned above took place in 2003 and 2006, then in the summer and autumn of
2009 the greater part of the former church has been studied systematically (fig. 3, 4). Three tombs were found within
the remains of the brick pavement, which are in the central focus of the present article. The two tombs at the north
wall have been damaged and emptied during the remodelling that took place in the "school" period (fig. 4: 5, 6; 5,
6). They were built simultaneously and had a common intermediate wall and a frame, which might have been used
and restored at a later date. The covers were only preserved to a lesser extent. The breaking wheel — the symbol of St.
Catherine of Alexandria — was carved in the plate of the west tomb, so we assumed that we are dealing with the
tomb of the brotherhood bearing her name. The eastern tomb was decorated with a coat of arms attributed to the
Furegon family of Piran and can also be associated with the related, yet earlier De Preto family. The carving of the
coat of arms had partially erased an older inscription, which is probably funerary as well (fig. 7).
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The central tomb was found intact, though a part of its cover was cracked becatise of the material mounded on
top of it (fig. 4: 7; 8). The same occurrence had happened before — the cover was already partially replaced in the
17" century. The cover, composed of two parts, thus contains two epitaphs dedicated to the family of Peter De Preto
(from 1539) and Jacob de Preto (from 1645).

Between the tombs and the church walls "trench graves" were dug into the church floor, where bones from the
cemetery in front of the church and also some deceased were buried. Like the grave at the south wall of the central
tomb, these trenches are younger then the tombs. The layer of bones, buried in the old semi-circled presbytery
before it was torn down and walled up, however, is older. The oldest grave lies at the foundation of the wall running
in north-east direction under the former church of St. Catherine, which was a part of some older, perhaps even
Roman building. The wall and the grave were traversed during the building of the north church wall.

Archaeological findings concerning the construction of tombs along with some small finds and osteological
material offer a firm basis for multidisciplinary research, which, supplemented with the analysis of epigraphic and
written sources, could illuminate the relationship of the local community towards death and burial from numerous
aspects. At the same time, the several tombs still preserved or rediscovered call for a systematic treatise, which would
improve our understanding of the development of this form of burial in the wider area of Istria and the North Adriatic
coast during the late medieval and early modern times.

Key words: Piran, church of St. Catherine, nobility, De Preto, Furegon, tombs, epitaphs, coat of arms, 16"-17"
century
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