
UDK 5                       Annales, Ser. hist. nat., 32, 2023, 2, pp. 143-375, Koper 2023  ISSN 1408-533X

Anali za istrske in mediteranske študije
Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei

Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies
Series Historia Naturalis, 33, 2023, 2



KOPER 2023

Anali za istrske in mediteranske študije
Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei

Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

Series Historia Naturalis, 33, 2023, 2

UDK 5                    ISSN 1408-533X 
                e-ISSN 2591-1783



ANNALES · Ser. hist. nat. · 33 · 2023 · 2

Anali za istrske in mediteranske študije - Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei - Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

ISSN 1408-533X     UDK 5  Letnik 33, leto 2023, številka 2
e-ISSN 2591-1783

UREDNIŠKI ODBOR/
COMITATO DI REDAZIONE/

BOARD OF EDITORS: 

Alessandro Acquavita (IT), Nicola Bettoso (IT), Christian Capapé (FR), 
Darko Darovec, Dušan Devetak, Jakov Dulčić (HR), Serena Fonda 
Umani (IT), Andrej Gogala, Daniel Golani (IL), Danijel Ivajnšič, 
Mitja Kaligarič, Marcelo Kovačič (HR), Andrej Kranjc, Lovrenc Lipej, 
Vesna Mačić (ME), Alenka Malej, Patricija Mozetič, Martina Orlando-
Bonaca, Michael Stachowitsch (AT), Tom Turk, Al Vrezec

Glavni urednik/Redattore capo/
Editor in chief: Darko Darovec

Odgovorni urednik naravoslovja/ 
Redattore responsabile per le scienze 

naturali/Natural Science Editor: Lovrenc Lipej

Urednica/Redattrice/Editor: Martina Orlando-Bonaca

Prevajalci/Traduttori/Translators: Martina Orlando-Bonaca (sl./it.)

Oblikovalec/Progetto grafico/
Graphic design: Dušan Podgornik, Lovrenc Lipej

Tisk/Stampa/Print: Založništvo PADRE d.o.o.

Izdajatelja/Editori/Published by: Zgodovinsko društvo za južno Primorsko - Koper / Società storica 
del Litorale - Capodistria©

Inštitut IRRIS za raziskave, razvoj in strategije družbe, kulture in 
okolja / Institute IRRIS for Research, Development and Strategies 
of Society, Culture and Environment / Istituto IRRIS di ricerca, 
sviluppo e strategie della società, cultura e ambiente©

Sedež uredništva/Sede della redazione/
Address of Editorial Board: 

Nacionalni inštitut za biologijo, Morska biološka postaja Piran / 
Istituto nazionale di biologia, Stazione di biologia marina di Pirano 
/ National Institute of Biology, Marine Biology Station Piran 
SI-6330 Piran /Pirano, Fornače/Fornace 41, tel.: +386 5 671 2900, 
fax +386 5 671 2901;
e-mail: annales@mbss.org, internet: www.zdjp.si

Redakcija te številke je bila zaključena 23. 12. 2023.

Sofinancirajo/Supporto finanziario/
Financially supported by: 

Javna agencija za raziskovalno dejavnost Republike Slovenije 
(ARRS) in Mestna občina Koper

Annales - Series Historia Naturalis izhaja dvakrat letno.

Naklada/Tiratura/Circulation: 300 izvodov/copie/copies

Revija Annales, Series Historia Naturalis je vključena v naslednje podatkovne baze / La rivista Annales, series Historia Naturalis è 
inserita nei seguenti data base / Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in:  BIOSIS-Zoological Record (UK); 

Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA); Elsevier B.V.: SCOPUS (NL); Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). 

To delo je objavljeno pod licenco / Quest’opera è distribuita con Licenza / This work is licensed under a Creative Commons BY-NC 4.0.

Navodila avtorjem in vse znanstvene revije in članki so brezplačno dostopni na spletni strani https://zdjp.si/en/p/annalesshn/
The submission guidelines and all scientific journals and articles are available free of charge on the website https://zdjp.si/en/p/annalesshn/

Le norme redazionali e tutti le riviste scientifiche e gli articoli sono disponibili gratuitamente sul sito  https://zdjp.si/en/p/annalesshn/



ANNALES · Ser. hist. nat. · 33 · 2023 · 2

Anali za istrske in mediteranske študije - Annali di Studi istriani e mediterranei - Annals for Istrian and Mediterranean Studies

UDK 5                                                      Letnik 33, Koper 2023, številka 2                                      ISSN 1408-53 3X
e-ISSN 2591-1783 

VSEBINA / INDICE GENERALE / CONTENTS

SREDOZEMSKE HRUSTANČNICE
SQUALI E RAZZE MEDITERRANEE
MEDITERRANEAN SHARKS AND RAYS

Christian CAPAPÉ, Christian REYNAUD & 
Farid HEMIDA
The First Substantiated Records of 
Smoothback Angelshark Squatina oculata 
(Squatinidae) from the Algerian Coast 
(Southwestern Mediterranean Sea) ......................
Prvi utemeljeni zapis o pojavljanju 
pegastega sklata Squatina oculata 
(Squatinidae) iz alžirske obale 
(jugozahodno Sredozemsko morje)

Tanguy CARPAYE-TAILAMEE & Mattéo MAUREL
Perspective on Great White Sharks 
(Carcharodon carcharias) in the Northwestern
Mediterranean and Recommendations for 
Further Field Research ............................................
Pogled na velikega belega 
morskega volka (Carcharodon carcharias) v 
severozahodnem Sredozemlju in priporočila 
za nadaljnje terenske raziskave

Hakan KABASAKAL 
A Preliminary Social Media Survey of Sharks 
and Batoids Captured in North Aegean Sea 
Commercial Fisheries .............................................
Preliminarna raziskava o morskih psih in 
skatih, ujetih v komercialnem ribištvu 
severnega Egejskega morja na osnovi 
podatkov iz socialnih medijev

Farid HEMIDA, Christian REYNAUD & 
Christian CAPAPÉ
On The Occurrence of Norwegian Skate, 
Dipturus nidarosiensis (Rajidae) on the Algerian 
Coast (Southwestern Mediterranean Sea) .................
O pojavljanju norveške raže, Dipturus 
nidarosiensis (Rajidae), ob alžirski obali 
(jugozahodno Sredozemsko morje)

Alen SOLDO
The First Record of Complete Albinism in 
Common Stingray Dasyatis pastinaca 
(Linnaeus, 1758) .....................................................
Prvi zapis o najdbi popolnega albinističnega 
primerka navadnega morskega biča, 
Dasyatis pastinaca (Linnaeus, 1758)

Christian CAPAPÉ, Christian REYNAUD & 
Farid HEMIDA
Capture of a Giant Round Fantail Stingray 
Taeniurops grabatus (Dasyatidae) from the 
Algerian Coast (Southwestern Mediterranean Sea) ......
Ulov okroglega morskega biča (Taeniurops 
grabatus) (Dasyatidae) iz alžirske obale 
(jugozahodno Sredozemsko morje)

IHTIOFAVNA
ITTIOFAUNA
ICHTHYOFAUNA

Nicola BETTOSO & Diego BORME
Recent Record of the Atlantic Pomfret Brama brama 
(Bonnaterre, 1788) (Scombriformes: Bramidae) 
in the Gulf of Trieste (Northern Adriatic Sea) ...........
Recentni zapis o pojavljanju kostanjevke 
Brama brama (Bonnaterre, 1788) 
(Scombriformes: Bramidae) v Tržaškem 
zalivu (severno Jadransko morje)

Alan DEIDUN, Bruno ZAVA, Alessio MARRONE, 
Johann GALDIES, Arnold SCIBERRAS & 
Maria CORSINI-FOKA
The Confirmed Occurrence of Schedophilus 
medusophagus (Cocco, 1839) and Petromyzon 
marinus Linnaeus, 1758 in Maltese Waters, 
Central Mediterranean ............................................
Potrjeno pojavljanje meduzojedca, 
Schedophilus medusophagus (Cocco, 1839), 
in morskega piškurja, Petromyzon marinus 
Linnaeus, 1758, v malteških vodah, osrednje 
Sredozemsko morje

Gianni INSACCO, Gildo GAVANELLI, 
Bruno ZAVA & Maria CORSINI-FOKA
An Overlooked Finding of Mola alexandrini 
(Ranzani, 1839) in the Adriatic Sea ........................
Spregledana najdba vrste Mola alexandrini 
(Ranzani, 1839) v Jadranskem morju

Borut MAVRIČ, Lovrenc LIPEJ, Jelena BELAMARIĆ, 
Dule BULAJA, Matea ŠPIK & Petar KRUŽIĆ
Additional Data on the Bump-Head 
Sunfish, Mola alexandrini (Ranzani, 1839) 
in the Adriatic Sea ...................................................
Dodatni podatki o pojavljanju grbastega 
morskega meseca, Mola alexandrini 
(Ranzani, 1839) v Jadranskem morju

151

143

165

187

193

213

207

221

229

199



ANNALES · Ser. hist. nat. · 33 · 2023 · 2

Lana KHREMA, Amina ALNESSER, Adib SAAD & 
Christian CAPAPÉ 
First Substantiated Record of Painted Eel 
Echelus myrus (Ophichthidae) from the Syrian 
Marine Waters (Eastern Mediterranean Sea) .............
Prvi utemeljeni zapis o pojavljanju pisane 
jegulje, Echelus myrus (Ophichthidae), 
iz morskih voda Sirije (vzhodno 
Sredozemsko morje)

BIOTSKA GLOBALIZACIJA
GLOBALIZZAZIONE BIOTICA
BIOTIC GLOBALIZATION

Deniz ERGUDEN, Deniz AYAS & Zafer KUŞATAN
The Presence of Hippocampus fuscus Rüppell,
1838, in the Northeastern Mediterranean Sea ..........
Pojavljanje morskega konjička vrste 
Hippocampus fuscus Rüppell, 1838, 
v severovzhodnem Sredozemskem morju

Christian CAPAPÉ & Adib SAAD 
Confirmed Occurrence of Pharaoh 
Cardinal Fish Apogonichthyoides 
pharaonis (Osteichthyes: Apogonidae) 
from the Syrian Coast 
(Eastern Mediterranean Sea) ...................................
Potrjeno pojavljanje faraonskega 
kraljička Apogonichthyoides 
pharaonis (Osteichthyes: Apogonidae) 
iz sirske obale (vzhodno 
Sredozemsko morje)

Deniz ERGUDEN, Deniz AYAS & Cemal TURAN
First Record of Epinephelus areolatus 
(Epinephelidae) from the South-Eastern 
Mediterranean, Turkey ............................................
Prvi zapis o pojavljanju rdečepikčaste 
kirnje Epinephelus areolatus 
(Epinephelidae) v jugovzhodnem 
Sredozemskem morju (Turčija)

FAVNA
FAUNA
FAUNA

Andrea LOMBARDO & Giuliana MARLETTA 
First Record of the Marine Heterobranch 
Spinoaglaja wildpretii (Ortea, Bacallado & 
Moro, 2003) (Cephalaspidea: Aglajidae) 
in Sicily (Ionian Sea) with Notes on 
Its Biology and Ecology ...........................................
Prvi zapis o pojavljanju morskega zaškrgarja 
vrste Spinoaglaja wildpretii (Ortea, 
Bacallado & Moro, 2003) (Cephalaspidea: 
Aglajidae) na Siciliji (Jonsko morje) z 
zapiski o njeni biologiji in ekologiji

Marco FANTIN, Saul CIRIACO, Lisa FARESI, 
Chiara SCRIGNER, Juri VECCHI, 
Domen TRKOV & Lovrenc LIPEJ
First Evidence of the Presence of Okenia 
picoensis Paz-Sedano, Ortigosa & Pola, 
2017 (Gastropoda: Nudibranchia) 
in the Adriatic Sea ..................................................
Prvi zapis o pojavljanju vrste gološkrgarja 
Okenia picoensis Paz-Sedano, Ortigosa & 
Pola, 2017 (Gastropoda: Nudibranchia) 
iz Jadranskega morja

FLORA
FLORA
FLORA

Amelio PEZZETTA & MARCO PAOLUCCI 
La flora di Lama dei Peligni (Abruzzo, 
Italia): aggiornamento sistematico e 
nuove segnalazioni ................................................
Flora občine Lama dei Peligni 
(Abruci, Italija): sistematična 
posodobitev in nove najdbe

MISCELLANEA

Al VREZEC
Bird (Aves) Descriptions of Joannes 
Antonius Scopoli (1723-1788): 
General Overview .................................................
Opisi ptic (Aves) Joannesa Antoniusa Scopolija 
(1723-1788): osnovni pregled 

OCENE IN POROČILA
RECENSIONI E RELAZIONI
REVIEWS AND REPORTS

Mitja KALIGARIČ
Recenzija knjige: 
Podobe iz modrine .................................................

IN MEMORIAM

Elide CATALFAMO
Ricordo del professor Guido Bressan ......................

Kazalo k slikam na ovitku ...................................
Index to images on the cover ..............................

249

243

255

263

235

327

279

369

271

365

371
371



ANNALES · Ser. hist. nat. · 33 · 2023 · 2

229

received: 2023-08-30                 DOI 10.19233/ASHN.2023.27

ADDITIONAL DATA ON THE BUMP-HEAD SUNFISH, MOLA ALEXANDRINI 
(RANZANI, 1839) IN THE ADRIATIC SEA

Borut MAVRIČ & Lovrenc LIPEJ
Marine Biology Station Piran, National Institute of Biology, Fornače 41, Piran, Slovenia

e-mail: Borut.Mavric@nib.si

Jelena BELAMARIĆ
External associate of NP Kornati, Murter, Croatia

Dule BULAJA
Association for Nature, Environment and Sustainable Development Sunce, Split, Croatia

Matea ŠPIK
Association for research and nature protection Codium, Split, Croatia

Petar KRUŽIĆ
Department of Biology, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia

ABSTRACT

On 3 June 2017, a group of divers mapping benthic habitats in a locality south of Dubrovnik, Croatia, spotted 
and photographed a giant specimen of sunfish accompanied by a school of imperial blackfish (Schedophilus ovalis) 
at a depth of 40 m. The specimen was identified as a bump-head sunfish Mola alexandrini (Ranzani, 1839). This is 
one of the few records of this little-known and overlooked species in the Adriatic Sea and one of the few cases in the 
whole Mediterranean. 

Keywords: Mola mola, Mola alexandrini, Adriatic Sea, Schedophilus ovalis

NUOVI DATI SUL PESCE LUNA MERIDIONALE, MOLA ALEXANDRINI (RANZANI, 1839) 
NEL MARE ADRIATICO

SINTESI

Il 3 giugno 2017, un gruppo di subacquei che ha mappato gli habitat bentonici in una località a sud di 
Dubrovnik, in Croazia, ha avvistato e fotografato un esemplare gigante di pesce luna accompagnato da un 
banco di centrolofo viola (Schedophilus ovalis) a una profondità di 40 m. L’esemplare è stato identificato 
come pesce luna meridionale Mola alexandrini (Ranzani, 1839). Si tratta di una delle poche segnalazioni di 
questa specie poco conosciuta e trascurata nel mare Adriatico e uno dei pochi casi nell’intero Mediterraneo.

Parole chiave: Mola mola, Mola alexandrini, mare Adriatico, Schedophilus ovalis
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INTRODUCTION

Three species of sunfish (family Molidae) have been 
reported for the Adriatic Sea so far. While the presence of 
Ranzania laevis (Pennant, 1776) (Jardas & Knežević, 1983; 
Dulčić et al., 2007) and Mola mola (Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Jardas & Knežević, 1983; Dulčić et al., 2007; Kovačić et 
al., 2020) has been well known in this region for quite 
some time, the third molid species was confirmed only 
recently, when Insacco et al. (2023) identified a large 
sunfish stranded in 1999 on a beach in the northwestern 
Adriatic Sea as a Mola alexandrini (Ranzani, 1839). This 
was actually the second recorded instance of this species 
in the Adriatic Sea – the first specimen, however, discov-
ered in an unspecified location in the Adriatic, was clas-
sified by Ranzani (1839) as Orthragoriscus alexandrini. 
The comprehensive overview of the Adriatic fish fauna 
published by Kovačić et al. (2020), who analysed the Adri-
atic ichthyological populations with an evidence-based 
approach, does not mention M. alexandrini. However, the 

species is included in a subsequent survey of the Mediter-
ranean ichthyofauna by Kovačić et al. (2021), with a note 
that the holotype is preserved at the Swedish Museum of 
Natural History in Stockholm. 

Historically, there were numerous taxonomic confu-
sions within the Mola genus resulting in many misidenti-
fications, but recent studies have begun to address these 
issues (e.g., Yoshita et al., 2009; Nyegaard et al., 2017). 
In 2018, Sawai et al. realised that Mola alexandrini (Ran-
zani, 1839) was synonymous with M. ramsayi (Giglioli, 
1883) and provided a revised description of the species 
based on the rediscovered holotype and 21 fresh and 
preserved specimens. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS

On 3 June 2017, a group of divers from the NGO 
“Sunce” performed a mapping of the sea bottom eco-
systems south of Dubrovnik near Cavtat, in an area just 
below Velje brdo (42°31’14.78”N, 18°17’43.04”E) (Fig. 

Fig. 1: Locations in the Adriatic Sea where Mola alexandrini was confirmed after the species was discovered 
by Ranzani (1939) at an unspecified location in the Adriatic. Legend: A – Cervia (Ravenna), 24 March 1999 
(Insacco et al., 2023) and B – southern Adriatic (near Cavtat), 3 June 2017 (this paper). 
Sl. 1: Lokalitete v Jadranskem morju, kjer je bilo potrjeno pojavljanje vrste Mola alexandrini, potem, ko je 
Ranzani (1939) opisal vrsto na neznani lokaliteti v Jadranu. Legenda: A – Cervia (Ravenna), 24. marec 1999 
(Insacco et al., 2023) in B – južni Jadran (blizu Cavtata), 3. junij 2017 (ta prispevek). 
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1). They surveyed a sea grass meadow of Posidonia 
oceanica along sampling transects at a depth of 33 m. 
At a depth of 40 m, they spotted and photographed a 
giant specimen of sunfish (Fig. 2). It was gliding slowly, 
moving its perpendicular fins from left to right. The sun-
fish was accompanied by a group of imperial blackfish 
(Schedophilus ovalis) (Fig. 3).  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The specimen was identified based on photographs 
taken at the time of sighting. The bump-head sunfish (Mola 
alexandrini) can be distinguished from the similar ocean 
sunfish Mola mola by having a distinct bump on the head 

and another one on the chin (Sawai et al., 2018) (Figs. 
2 and 4). In addition, its body scales are rectangular, the 
clavus is rounded, without indents (Figs. 2 and 4), and 
Mola alexandrini has 14–24 rays in the clavus (Sawai et al., 
2018), while M. mola typically exhibits a lower number. 
Nevertheless, it is worth noting that, according to Wirtz 
& Biscoito (2019), the bump on the head can also be 
found in Mola mola specimens from the eastern Atlantic 
populations. The studied specimen was grey on the upper 
part of the body and paler on the ventral side, with large 
pale patches present all over the trunk and on the dorsal 
and anal fins. It was not measured; however, the divers 
estimated the size of the fish to be approximately 3 metres 
from the tip of the dorsal fin to the tip of the anal fin. 

Fig. 2: Bump-head sunfish (Mola alexandrini) photographed on 3 June 2017 in the waters off Dubrovnik. Diag-
nostic features: a – rounded clavus with no indentations, b – bulbous head with bump, c – bump on the chin (A); 
close-up of the head with clearly visible bumps on the head and chin (B); (Photos: J. Belamarić).
Sl. 2: Grbasti morski mesec (Mola alexandrini), fotografiran 3. junija 2017 v vodah blizu Dubrovnika. Diagnostični 
znaki: a – zaobljen klavus brez zajed, b – zaokrožena glava z grbo, c – grba na bradi (A); bližinski posnetek glave 
z očitnimi grbami na glavi in bradi (B); (Fotografije: J. Belamarić).

Fig. 3: The imperial blackfish (Schedophilus ovalis) swimming together with the specimen of bump-head sunfish 
(Photo: J. Belamarić).
Sl. 3: Cesarski črnuhi (Schedophilus ovalis), ki plavajo poleg primerka grbastega morskega meseca (Foto: J. Belamarić).
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The bump-head sunfish was previously believed to 
inhabit only the southern hemisphere (Parkinson, 2021). 
However, recent Mediterranean records (Kovačić et al., 
2021; Insacco et al., 2023; this paper) and findings in 
Atlantic (Wirtz & Biscoito, 2019) suggest its presence in 
the northern hemisphere as well. Due to the revision of 
species within the genus Mola and the related misiden-
tification with Mola mola, it is highly probable that new 
cases of overlooked M. alexandrini will emerge in the 
future (sensu Parkinson, 2019). This prediction is further 
supported by the fact that photographic identification is 
now considered a valid source of data on species presence 
(Colombo & Langeneck, 2013; Bello et al., 2014). 

Although no specific studies have been conducted on 
the diets of Mola mola and M. alexandrini, the bump-head 
sunfish can mainly be considered a predator of gelatinous 
planktonic animals, such as salps and siphonophores 
(Pope et al., 2010; Parkinson, 2021). The specimens 
accompanying the sunfish were identified as imperial 
blackfish (Schedophilus ovalis). This species is also poorly 
known in the Adriatic Sea and was considered very rare 
by Jardas (1996). Previously, it was mostly observed in 
the southern part of the Adriatic Sea (Dulčić et al., 2003), 
while during the recent decades, it has been reported to 
be spreading to its northern areas as well (Dulčić et al., 
2012). Some authors emphasised that the occurrence of 
both species of the genus Schedophilus (S. ovalis and S. 
medusophagus) is influenced by environmental factors, 
including higher temperatures (Dulčić, 1998; Corsini-
Foka & Frantzis, 2009), and suggested that the northward 
expansion of S. ovalis was related to sea warming. The 
imperial blackfish is known as an obligate gelativore, so it 
seeks gelatinous organisms together with the bump-head 
sunfish. The sighting of species from the genus Schedophi-
lus alongside the bump-head sunfish has previously been 
noted by Parkinson (2021).

In the past, the Mola mola species and molids in gen-
eral received only sporadic scientific attention, and even 
scarcer are the data regarding M. alexandrini. To ascertain 
the actual presence of the bump-head sunfish in the 
Adriatic Sea and to elucidate its status within the region, 
a thorough review of the photographic material depicting 
specimens previously identified as Mola mola is necessary 
(Insacco et al., 2023). In fact, during the preparation of this 
article we uncovered at least one other possibly overlooked 
case of the bump-head sunfish’s presence in the Adriatic 
Sea through various web sources. On 10 April 1933, a 
specimen of what appears to be a bump-head sunfish was 
caught off the coast of Rimini (Colonia Bolognese) and 
exhibited for public viewing in several Italian locations. 
Still, this report requires further detailed investigation to 
be fully confirmed.

Counting the record presented in this paper, the total 
number of confirmed specimens of M. alexandrini in the 
Adriatic Sea presently stands at three. This work highlights 
the importance of photo documentation and thorough 
analysis of various photo archives and other historical data 
that can be valuable in shedding light on the presence of 
certain species over time and in different locations, espe-
cially those that are rare and not well known. Nyegaard et 
al. (2023) have shown that photographs can also be used 
to identify individuals and even observe their behaviour 
and growth when a comprehensive photo collection is 
available. This further underscores the importance of 
thoroughly analysing the already extensive amount of 
photographic material that is expanding rapidly due to the 
availability of high-quality and affordable photo cameras 
and the growing community of underwater researchers, 
divers, and enthusiasts. However, it is essential to exercise 
caution when assessing the reliability of sources and the 
accompanying data, especially regarding the location and 
time of the photographed events.

Fig. 4: The differentiation between M. mola (left) and M. alexandrini (right) based on key morphological characteris-
tics. Legend: a – clavus, b – head bump, c – head profile, and d – chin bump (Drawing: M. Šiško).
Sl. 4: Ločevanje med vrstama M. mola (levo) in M. alexandrini (desno) na podlagi ključnih morfoloških znakov. 
Legenda: a – klavus, b – grba na glavi, c – profil glave, in d – grba na bradi (risba: M. Šiško).
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DODATNI PODATKI O POJAVLJANJU GRBASTEGA MORSKEGA MESECA, MOLA 
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POVZETEK

Skupina potapljačev je 3. junija 2017 pri popisovanju pridnenih habitatov na lokaciji blizu Dubrovnika 
(na Hrvaškem) opazila in fotografirala orjaški primerek morskega meseca, ki ga je spremljala jata cesarskih 
črnuhov (Schedophilus ovalis) na globini 40 m. Primerek so določili za grbastega morskega meseca, Mola 
alexandrini (Ranzani, 1839). To je eden izmed redkih zapisov o pojavljanju te slabo poznane in spregleda-
ne vrste v Jadranskem morju in eden od redkih primerov v Sredozemskem morju nasploh. 
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